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1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Tiemey etal {19K0:15) atste that the purpose ol te chize teehnique when it is wsed as 2
teacliig strategy s lo mprove the somprshensian skills ul stdeuts. Morsover they mentivn
Ihat the weehnique forces sudents to uss the context of = pusage o0 SENCE 10 SURERST
replacements fior deleted words.

“Thc tools tht are used o apaly this simtery ane clare excrcise a5 @ teaching ool and chie
wsl us & mensaring device, Ticeney etal (1980: 207 state that bere s some differences
between Lhe use of e technigus b measare the comprehensihility of the studats and the vse
of thee straegy as an instactianal deviee, T differences are a5 fillaws:

1. Characteristic: Length
A3 8 measuring device: 230-350 word selections. As a beaching twol: Initially, may use single
sentenees. Loter, passages ol no wore than 130 wonds.

1 Charncteristic: Deletions

As o messuring devics: Delete every sth word with spprosiimately 30 far the el ward
passags. As a laching ol Mike dzletions selectively and systenaizzally in sceordance with
prpases use.

3, Claracterstic: Fyaluntion

As a mepsuring device: With this procodure, anly exact ward repliwement s comecl
Sometines & rercher may analyze studenl responss i werms of their syminetiz and semontic
characterislics.
A femching Lo

enonyos or ather replacemenes are anproprisle.

4, Cliaracteristie: Follaw-ups
As 0 mensuring device: usually sone A3 o teaching raol: smudent and reacher discussion ol
the exereise helps comprehension, Morsover, Colen {19B057) nenticas thar cloge ests are
prose passnges, usunlly o paragraph or mone in kengil o whick cenaln weeds have been
deleted. lib such fests, the smudents wha are lesled ane reguired Lo supply e missing words,
wsing “linguistic ledpe, tevtual lye and e o ehe wiehd”

The clome procedure as 8 comprelensico-building srategy has been recommenided for e
with readers 2t all levels. T use has been referonced ot the fisst prade level (Gove, 1975)
through eollege leved {Bloamer, 1963; Friedman, 1964: Blumeefeld and Miller, 1968
Martin, 1963; sod Gules, 1969),

2 RESEARCH QUESTION
The stady intends to answer the Frllowing guestion: & there any differsnee in fhe reading

comgrehensibility of the students befire the application af cluzc precedure and after the
upplicativn?
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3. CONCEFTUAL FRAMEWORK

Gove (1975} Blwomer (1962), Fricdman (1964}, Rlumenfield and Miller {1956, Mamin
(IYEEL, and Guice [1969) hove awnlned tha this sloze procedure lias been recommended
lior wse weith resadzrs an all bevels from the Frst prode level uniil colicpe Jevel. S the writer has
o droaibs o apply the pmmdue ta the stidents of Bleetrical Engineering Study Program
Eleeiro Departnent semester 2 Stare Palytcchnic of ‘:rm aya. The problem is 1k wri
wanls W find cut whether thers is any dillerence in smdens’ readiog. comprehers:
bulim: the applicarica of cloze procedure and ufter the application. Furlhvrmore, the writer
wants i annlyze the diffencaces.

4 METHUDOLOGY
A Research Design

This sudy uses dwcnmwe method. The wr-I:r describes the differences of the shidens’
reuiding beline the of the clwe precedure and afer
apqlization of chze procedure. Ta find out e dilferences, the writsr uses the cloze tests as
mensring tools which an: given befirs the spplicativn and ufler the applicatica,

B, Participants

‘Ui pogulatians are all stiderts of Electrical Fgincsring Study Program Flactro Degestient
Stako Polytechnic of Sriwljsyn semester wo on fhe seademic vear oF 20082009, The samples
an: B9 students

. Cloze Test

Feefore il instructicnal begins, the wriler asks the students w amaver the clome sl The
following is the claze test, What is this elecrricity I s many divies?
Electricaty has . + sinee the beginning of tiae. [ is part of 3, . tha exists
il us 2 result, everything in the warld, For exaiphe, lighining recurs when elericily in the
air . 0 flagh of light. The cxists naturally, ns part of U
n,-lcmenmbamd ek your hair .6 wveral fimes, Tear 2 small pices ol .
comer of B page. Now hring the comb close to the paper 8. the paper will jamp up s
stick 12 the comb. The poper i Lot the comb by weans of electrizity, Hive you ceer
natieed that when yan foke aybln shirt aff i is somelimes atracted o, 10, budy?
Somctimes, too, the shict 11, u kind of crackling nuise. Dot the il (e
crackling niise are canscd by electricity. What decs chectricity cansist of and whal is it thar
meskes things artmet. .. 13"

All ebjects are made up of very small particles .., 14,25 stoms. These alulr-i are = small
that about 2 mitliom conld fit across the .15 of o sheet of paper. Atoms .06, of
cven smaller particles, scene uf’ which oy clectric changes. These e v r
ehectric: charge, positive [+) and negarive =3, You may hive seen thess positive and regative
o Lrnsistar radio batteries. Cne panticle which is parl of the atam
a5 the electran. Flesfrons. . 21 _a neyative charpe and they mave in orhit arond
e positive pant ol the atom, which is cafled the nucksus
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The folkwwing arc the choiees. Choase the cormest answer for the blanks ahove,

- buysiwods
2. extinetiexisted

3. nathinpievervthing

4. producesseeves

5. copehilitylelectricity
slowly/quickly
clalbpaper

baaid

. repellediatircued

103, myyour

1. changesmukes

12, repulsion‘attraction
13_ cach other/one anather
14 knwvwsknawn

15 thick/thshmes

16. consisLiconsists

B

17, typeitypes
18, printprinzed

20, carryearries.

The definilica of suecss in 8 given cloes Wl varkes, depending an he reeder goas hehind
the =xerise or the Lest. Assessmenl may depend oo whether the exercise ar the test is
ahjective (i students are given 2 fist of wands fo use in a cloze) or subjective (Le. sdents
are o fill in a cloze with woeds that wenld make a given seotecs grasmatically correet). |n
this case, the writer uses subjective nnd ohjective exercises and objoelive Las.

The fellowing is the peocedusal outling of the eluee techrigues as a comprehension-building
atrategy. They ane: (1) teacker proparation and {2) instruction.

1. Teacher Preporation

Selecting Materinls

Tt malerials should be st the students” indepemdent reading level. The writer extmcts wrirten
selections for the chkiee exercises rom the subject marter texts, The writer also extracts
written selections far clree fes from the subjecr mateer texts of the srudeats,

b Desfgning the Cloze Excreise and Close Tost

The writer designs the clare exersives in arder of difficubty. She nlsa designs the arder of
giving the exercises o the studenes.

First, the writer uses single sontenies tw lcach the linguistic knewledee o the students.

Toeamples:
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- Lightring oocars when eleciricily in the air
1...a ght.
3...exists nasurally, as it of e nir

~The

The follcving are the choboss, Choose the cormeer angwer for e blanks sbove.

1. praducesipriduce
2. electricityileciric

Mo, sl uses passapes of oo nbore than 141 words then Grom e subjoct matler wsds of te
studcnts o feach them texiual knowladee and the knowledge of the warld. Afer that, she
makus delelivns sebectively and systematically in sccordance wi ally, she
discusses, apprapriste Teplacement fior the deletions, The Fallowing i the example ~f the

piasage.

What is this electricity whi

5o nany deviees? Eleetriclty bas . Lsince e

beinoing of tive, It s pac of thal éists and, a5 a resull, everything in the Fer
cxmpph, lightning vecurs whon cloctricity in the air .. flash rf
enists plumally, s part ol the air. Take 2 nylon comb and comb vour hair, several

timeess, Tear a snadl piece of . «.frmm the camer of o page, Mow hn:\g!l.e o:ulnl\ chose 10
e paapes ... . the papes will jump ap and sick o the comb, ‘Lhe papee s 1o
the camb by means of elestrisity. Hove you ever noticed that when you take oyl shit ol7iL
it sometimes atiracted tn oyt Sometimes, the sl :
nnise. Aoth the . coand the erackling noise ane caused by :Io\.
elegtricity eonsisn of and what s it that makes things attraci___.

anly exact 2w r!p'la.zmsﬂ is carrest, and from \vluc.h conali mok |.a“
such Lests, Ue students are required to supply the missing words, wsing |
testual bnowledge and knowledge of the world”,

2, Instruetion

The writes beging the instructional program from aral clore activities. The folloving is
example of coe such activity:

L am gaing s say some sentences, but Lwill leave off the las word ol esch semlenze,
See i yrar com tell me what word §lell oul, Lel's try this one: What i this elaciricity which
warks s many. ... * Eleetracity has existed since the heginning of ... 1 s parr of
eversthing thot existe and, as & nsull, everything in the - Tar example, lighining
oeeurs when electrivity in Une air produces o flash of The elec exists nahirall
a5 prt of the .. Take a mylon comb and comb your ha T quickly several
“Tear o small pisce of paper finm the comer of v bring the comls close ta the
muper mnd the paper will fump up and stick o the Iu: papr is allracbad L e comb
by means of . Have you ever nulioad thal when yiu Lake 2 nylom shirt aff it is
a(l.ran.lu] 1w your, ¥ ey, the shint makes a kind af crackling
g Hath the alractian and the crackling nnise ors coused by What decs
alectricity comsist o and what is it thit makes things oftract one .
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Digcussian then gocs i an why students hove varkus answers. ‘This e of activity
L % N
peovides n lopical intreduction 1o the wse of wiitten cloce activ

When lititialing written cioze sctivities, the wriler hegins with a whale closs setivity fcused
on imaterial presented oo an overhead projecior. The writee directs stadents tw read ronply
the entire ssntences or pasage hefore atempting to supply the delesed wond{s). A stodem
walunteer conld read the materinl and supply the Mussing ward(s), One other stedent wh has
respanded dillerently could resd sl provids bis respanses, ¢ liss disewssion would eemler on
stach questioms as: Why did veu choase this word? Whit word or grn of wards should he
placud in the bank? How does vaur word cantribues to the mezning of e pasaye? Whea
waur ward i3 In the sentencs, what does the setfence (O passage) mean? 1w doss your
ward contrisute Lo the menning i a differsnt way? When Yt word is in the scnlence,
does the sentence (ar passage) have a different meaning?

Other studerts conld add their suggestions with contlaued discussion coofered an these
questians.

Later, the writer gives the cloze passages to complete individually. ln small group discussions
the writee asks each stdent b cuplain why he ar she uses  particular ward Ta small grovp
diseussions wauld then It t lange: group dissussion of sume of fhe mon inerezing ur
enniversial ftema.

Aftar the instroctions), the writer asks the sudents o mmswer the cloe test again. The
fadlluwing is the choze test. There are over o bundred. .. 1 --iypes of atom. IF an ftoat s anfy
s electran, then the nuckeus has unly.. 2. positive charge, Aloms with tw cocrons hive
a nuclens @ith....1... pesitive chmges The ember of positive and ... 4 charges in the
alam arg normally the same. Positive and nogative claspes....5.... one another. Tn fct i is
the aftraction, . .. the pasitve nuclews and the ngative elecrong, which holds the atm
Somerimes an atom, ane ar mare af its electrons frem s orbis, When
this.. the ateen is said 10 be ionizsd and it has o pasitive charge, Because af fhalr
electrons, atows can ... il uiker atoms 1o oem moleeules. Far ssample, iwo atams of
bvdrogen join with sne of axypen 1o fanm & waler 01....by sharing their electrons, If you
comb yaur ... 11....very quickly, some of the electrons are brushed away lnam the atcans ol
Ik hair and thess becoine ionired. The elecions then 12, &0 the surizes of fhe comb,
Becauze ihe hair has Jost electrons it bas = (L3 charye, This means that if e coemb is
brausglit cose to the bair, soee hales will be ... 14.... 10t nnd staid up, 1 the comsb is hrought
elost ko u pieee of paper ptoms will be fonized and elestroas will he pushed wway from the
edge af the ..15...nenrest to the comb. This s bectuss although positive and negalive
chiurges aticact, negative charges L6, ._each othee. Similarly oo pusitive charpes repel
T..eoe. When elctrons are pushed swny from the sdye o7 the paper, the edae becames
e comb therefiore atfracts the =dge ncarcst 1o it and 1he piwce of pRper moves tn
- Nylon shirts are 19 _to the body far the similar rensons, Clouds in 5
LG elsctrons a the bomern and are posively charged ar the wp.

The following is the choices. Vou should choase the carmect answees o fill i the above
blnnks.

differ/diflirent
anetwe
o

W
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4 posiliveiepative
repelialiract
hesweeniamang
[asedloses

17. neherianather
1%, combépapar
1%, nfrractfarraeted
20 eellecteollets

5. RESULT AND TMSCTISSTON

The number of the respondents are B9 persons, v come froen four classc:
2LR, 2 ELA and 2 ELB, The previous two classes study in b meming, whils e rest swd\
in rhe afemoco, All of them ae the stdents of Ebacirical Engineering Study
Electro Depastnenl State Polyteehaic of Sriwijavs oo the academic year of 20083005,

They are tnated wilh bwe chice tests. The fins ooe is given before the npplication of cloze
provedure i eaching reading, and the ie given after the application. The wanber of
wuestinms given hefire and afeer the application of cloee provudure in leaching reading is te
same and the level of difficultics is celatively the seme fo. The number of the questions is
rwenry, They are piven sernin fimne ke do the tests. The alloczted time o da the clree tests
beefiore: and afrer the applieathon of cluge procedure is exacily the same. They are trented wi
twa tests which asc relatively the same level of difficulties and the some allocsted tine
e 1o ke i casicr W muasens the respondents’ resding comprehensible level,

L giving these tesis, the writer ignored the Jovel of beshiilisess of the respandents, The
respeandants whi are resent 1o do the fests arc coasidered healthy.

TARLE |
The Seare of the Stdents Class 2 La

Wr of Respondert | - I
Deliore the Applicai fter the B

I 58 6
£ [

73 rl

(] 2]

Pl T3

a 78

74 [E

37 0
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58
1281

s alass 3 LA belure e applicatian of cloze procedurs is

The averape score of the studenis class 2 LA fter the applicatin ol che procsduse s 1384 :
18 = 728 Becauss of their electrons, nroms & juin with reher nloms 1 forn polocules,
For example, two stoens of hydmgen joli with ane of sxygen to foan a water malecule by
shiring thicir electrans, Figars 2 shows & wter malecule [F vou comb your hai very gaickly,
soin: vl the electrans are hrushed away from e

Lhe increwse of reading compeehensibility of the Students of class 2 LA - (TLR4-
STATRETAD N U= 4%,

Rending srensibility of most of the nesy i inerease cxeep for twn respandents
which rermuin the same. Respondent number four gets 68 for the Frst and the secood Lests.
And responient rumber fen 2e1s 65 fir the first and the sooond tests, The manpe of the soore

ol the respandents is from 36 w95,

TATLE 2
The Score uf the Students Class 2 1.1
Mo of Bespendent i SCORE ]
’7 Bicfons the Application | Alker the Apglicaton |
ET] K
&5
| [
it
s : =
i
u L5
[ 1]
5 is
3 & 69
[ &l A
[ ] i
7 | D
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| B 1d. B T Th
[ £ 0 g T
16, | 6l &
17. I T il
18, 56 =
15, i
20, il
| 21 ) o
] 2. 4
1 v EEFE i i x |
}_ . 5 | E -
Ty 1604 | 1721

The sverage seone of iz students class 2 L7 hefire the spplication of shise procedure i
614 29 = 6725

e averave szare of the shudents class 2 LB aftor te application of claze procedure is 1721
24 = 7171, Because ol their electrons, atoms van join with ather itonis o fem molesules,
Tor example, two aloms of hydragen join with cn= of cxygen to fonn a water malecule by
sharing their ehecarens. Figure 2 shows s water molegule If you comb your hair very cuickl
st ol the electrans are brushed away from the ingresse of reading comprehensibility ol he
studzats ol gl 3 L = (717 1-67.25067.25 X 100%= 6.63%.

Reading bility of mast af the & increase sxcept for teu nespondents
which remnin the sene. Respondent number tre gets 70 for the first aod the second rests,
And respandent uaber nine gets 5 for the fisst and the seeond tosts. Lhe ranwe af the soore

of the respandents is from 36 1 85,

TABLE 3
Thie Seore of the Studints Cluss 2 LA
Mo, aF R 3 SCORE 3
re the Application | After the Applicann
1. ] 1 51 |
ry 75 g2
&t
] [
1 b
0 [
T kil
a7 ki
£ b |
= o
B 6 a7 N
[ 7
T 7 7
| 55 [
__ @ # 1
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1. 70 | 7
17 3 T L
15, = i
1 0 7
20, 5 il 7
20 76 6
22 3 [
23. bl
2 1611

The averape score of the sudents elass 2 ELA before the application of eloze proceduss iz
14%6 - 23 - 65.04

The average scare nf the sudents class 2 T1A after the application of cloze procedure is 1641
: 23 = 71 .34, Becanse of their electrans, atame can join with other atoms o form moleculbes.
For exnmiple, twe aroims of hydeopen join with one of oxveen to B g water molceuls by
sharing tlseir electrons. Figure 2 shows o water malecule 11 you comlb your hair very guickly,
sl ol Lhe ebectrons are brushid away frem Lhe increase of reading comprehensibility of the
students ul class 2 ELA — (T1.35-85.041:65.04 X 1000 67004,

Reading v af most of the dents iz incrense except for one respoudent
which remain the same and ore respondant which is decresse. The respandent who gets e
same seore before and afier e application of elose provedure in Laching resding = the
mespondent nember thros. Tl secee B 80, The respondent whose score is decrease afier the
application of eliee procedure in laching reading is the respendent number twerty one, The
sevoe e gets befire the application of clare procedure in tenching rending is 76, Bat the
spere he gels aller the application of clozs procsdure is 66,

TABLE 4
The Score of the Students Closs 2 ELTE

Mo, of Respondent ¥ SCORE
i After the A ppli

) R = Y P (O
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The nverape scmc of the students class 2 ELB befars the applicarion of aloze procedure
1438 0 23 = 63,39

Ihe wvemage scome af the students clnss 2 LB after the application ol ¢loee procedure i 1631
¢ 13 = TL.7H. Because of their elecrrans, stoms can jin with sther aloms W form moleculas
Fur example, swn soms of hydeopen join with eoe of sxpgen ta fem a warsr malecule b
sharing their elecrrans, Figre  shows & water mulecule B vou comb veur hair very quickly
same of the electrons are brushed sway from the increase of reading com prelensibiliv of L
srudents of lass 2 ELB — (7178630906330 3 [00%= 12.24%,

Reading comprehensibility of mast of the respondents is increass except fior ome raspandant
wh is decrewse slightly, The respordent whose score is decrease <lightly nfter pivie
applicaticn of clare procedurs in teaching reading is the respandant mmber tecaty oo
seare he pets befors the spplication of close procedure in tenching rending is 67, Bul the
scare be gets after the application of el proceilure is 66

The avernpe scoee of 89 nospondents who did the fest before the application of the cloze
procsdine s = (67 A2 AT 2T 04H63.30) 1 4 = 6578

The Averape seone ol after the application of the cliee procedurs iz =
[TLEH TLTIA ‘:+‘7| Mh4= TN

The average of the increasc of reading ibility e =
(B G AT TG 13 24%): 4 - 9.40%,

Reading aampﬂﬂmsﬂnhl\ almast of the respondeints (98 respandents) is increase afier the
applicntion of chuce procedure in 1:nJ|u|g, veading vxeepl lor five respandents which reazin
the same and 2 respandents who are & range of the soore the scspondents o
befior: the applicasion of choze procadur: in waching rending i from 30 10 85, The mar
b sore the respondents got afler the applicarion of cloze procoduns in Leching resd;
Fram 52 1095,

6 CONCLUSION

The average ssore of B9 respundents atter the applicarion of the cloze procadur: is 7
weerge of the werease of nespondents’ reading comprehensibility is U40%, Resding
comprehersibiliy o mest of the respondents (98 respordenzs) i =r the
appliation ol clace procedure in tenching reading exeept lor five respandents whizh rems
b same and 2 respandents who are docrcase. The range of the ssare the respoadenis got

i
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betar: e spplicarion of che procodure i teaching reading is from 50 10 85, The mnge af
the seere he respeadents pra after the application of clozs procedure in wwaching eoding 7=
from 32 185,

NCES
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