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1. INTRODUCTION

I teday"s world, poe of e west impartant was L el the information with members off
aler countsics i via reading, Stocssful sudents must spend grest deal of Hme reading
variaus Lypes of litcsarure related o it stody, Krashen (1995) provides sn overdew af
resenrch indicating thar leamers who nead avidly experiance gin in vading compreensian,
woscabulary develipment, and writing ahility. Since reading is pocon easy shill W masr, the
warhing of feading must he programmed in such = way dn ceder o help the swdoats
underssand  the teading material well, By giving them the reading rschrigues sch a5
ssimming and scanning rechnigues, (e stodents e consequently reduce time spent in
rending by one bl fine | Hesty & Russ, 1950:240% In teaching resding comngrehension it is
Foand that it very beneficlal 1o nssign tsks 1w studeots in the form ol jousnals to help them
with the epporumities and ehallenges these Lexls present, It is ereial, however, thal flss task
jousals be properly desigead and intsgrated inke Be readiog eourse. This puper will lok at
the design, implementation. and integratian of a Lk journal tat is designed w1y simulale
shudents” hinking ahout the Lexds, 2) promote reflection un the reading process, 3) give
students practice with 0 prastical sieey for voenbulnry bikding, and 41 serve &5 2 basis for
assessment ol studeats rending.

2, THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

LI The Heading Comprebension

Tding is the process of constructing ar developlng menning from the printed Laxt (Cooper
wt al, 19KE:3) I mcans that 2 reader must bu able 10 sec a connection of some kinds af
hetwesn what e sshe kaows (pricrbnowledye) and whst hetshe scads in the text or a bank
heishe is reading. Resding is also the mas imporiant skill lor students o leam, beamise their
suecess o7 Failure in schocl of In sociery depends oo their abilily e cead, Suecesstul peaple
enpazed in husiness or prolssicesl occupation spend great deal af time reading vasious oypes
of repems. According o Ruddell (1993:35) the mos comman gl of ceadlng is
compeehension, the insinscion of meaning et in some wiy comespeeds L e author's
iteisded meaning. Tn schoal, however, the reading haos tlaee goals:
1. Learning : Students read nat anly o enderstand the sext but to extend their knowledye
in subject arcas a5 well
. Tncreasing Reading $kills: At each grads level the students are exposted fo become
‘neter remders and o read incecasingly difficelr texts,
o Applientian: Throughout middss snd secondary grades, the students are expedted 5o
apply knovwdedge canstrucied (ron reading text.

w

e

22 The Impartance of Reading Comprehension

Tl ability to comprehend the resding el is vesy importnt, Rewding is the domiant skill io
Lezrnitg any subjects, hecnuss the ahilily W read is not only the perfarmanee o praoues e
passage, bl also the comprehension af the writlen message. Thesefire, comprehension nefirs
Lo enderstanding. v understanding the thaught of Ge writer (Rubii, 15993:130). Accanding
1o Curming (1992:188) comprehending of the text & an inleractive pracess batween the
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readers' prior knowledge of the texr, The renders umderstand man: or less aboul they read
aocording o whiat they aleeady know,

The schievemenl in reading comprebensive is vers imporiant, Sodents need t@ undrstan
what they nre renling hecause reading occurs when a reader is able b altach meing (o te
words, One bas the ability ra comprehend whar he ar she i= reading it he ar she has the ability
L bring e mcanlig 1o the printed page. In summary reading and comprehensian cannst e
semaralenl hecanse the main parpese ol resding is compeebension.

Brown {1987:32) discusses four impartant elements of reading comprehension, They mainly
el with vocabulasy, spocific infarmntion, moin idea, ond akility s infer or imply or the
ahilily W pain mesnings Mat are ot explicaly sated in the texr of rending marerials, Since
the major of reding instraction i W lster in cach sudent the competence to understing the
printeid Tanguape, the ability W read for infommation requires the apglicatean of fundaimental
comprehension skills. Tn mddition. the comtent nf what is read also makes some demand upon
the comprehension.

13 Task Journals

Tenchers commonly nssign same hasic record-kesping rasks in the farm of o reading log ar
reading recard for shadents i show hew many pnges they are reading per week, Some
senchers nlsa find i usefil to nsk stadents o write & sumary of or personal reaction to whar
ey v read . Ihis 5 not only useful te sk sudents beter usderstand and apprectats whsst
Moy are reading. Lo addition v reeend-keeping and comprehension —bssed lasss o the
jrarmals b help students in b ather aress where they have ceesiderable needs: rellectivn vn
the resding precess and vocabulary development, Tr the secfion that fallows the wiiter
provide a shart description of sach af the tasks i be journal and a brief sxplanation of their
s,

24 Tusk Journals Design

“The lask jaummals e in teaching reading inchudes hasic recard kesping 25 well as five tasks -
Summary, Predicion, Cpinion, Relsctian, and Vecahulary wark (Rmy, 2002:7)

A Summary

The Gt Lk is for studenls e weile 2 shor summary of what they bave read, Summary
writing s 2 tried and tested activity in reading clysses. 1t requires sudents o shink aheut whar
they have read and candansed inta ifs essenial,

B Prediction

The seconil tusk, Predictivn, follaws the summary task amid nsks stxlents 1o consider the story
5 it has wnfolded and imagine whar might happen nexr, The predictinn prcess requires
students W wse Ueir backpround knowledpe as it relates o the story.
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The third task, Upiitice, mquires students W think abast what has hoppened in fhe steey acd
0 wiite whal thoy think or leel sbeal it. Whereas, the firs two teks foeus on the tent itsell;
the apinive task locuses an the neders” renction o the story. This sk requises the rader
sicler the themes presented in relation o his ber own sitation, values and belicts.

B Reflection

Ihe fivurth ack nsks readers in move beyand the text and their reactions 1o it and o focus on
thes reading process itself, By asking studens to reflect on bow theis reading i poing, and in
partizular, the level of diffielry they are exporiacing, dudents ane led 10 consider why o
porticubar seetion s casy or diffieult.

£ New Words

The Gilth sk reguires students i take notes on new words they cocousiter thal they el are
Emportant enaugh 01y 1o remember

TBeliow are the flerms (Rt are nchufed in the ek jourml |

Samunary { Wrile a sharl summary of wht you have read). |

*redictinn {What will happen next) |

Opimiun (Give your apinion about whal you have resd)

3 inn {How is vour reading going )
Circleone : Ersy 0K Diffieult

3. Mew words | What new wonds di yeu want s remember ¥y

3. DISCUSSION

The problen of te resding  material s one feed by all teachers of Cnglish (Long and
Richnrd, 1989:24) & hat in :hmung tenching ivalerials, e wacher shoald Sl thres
Frinciphes: intenest, fmiliariey, and suiability. 16 abo means that reading materinls whicls
b used  should be interesting, faeiliar and suitshle far stedenes. Carrel and Eiserhold
wltal in Lang and Richards {1987.220) suppuet thie * The sishjecr of rending materials showld
be ol high interest and eelate well o the background of the reader. © Learming o nad a
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stvond and furcign langusge is best sccomplished when the reading materials are bused oo
the real life experience that are incaninglil 1 the learners (Toixan and Nessel, 1981:12)

Task journals are desipred we 1) similte sudents’ thinking abual e Lexts, 2) pramote
reflection on ik resding process, 3) pive studewls practios with o practical stratepy for
wocabulary huilding, and 4} serve & 2 basis [or axsessment of students rending. (Bray.
1002:5)

T success ol a clws has with task joumnals deponds W brge extents an how well fhe
journials are integrated inic the reading course. Initially, it is mporant to exolain to swdents
why they will use sk journals, whal are the purpases of ench task is. and how o do esch
drarnal tosk. The follewing an: the pracedures (Trmy: 2002:9)

With penczal dircctions sudents shacld be able o begin heir journals. The firs tnck,
suumsnary writing , is particularfy difficals, and stadents aflen write oo much or too linke. AL
the beginming it is 2 mood idea to give students fcused pracrice with sunsary writing by
bezving them nfl rend the st suctian af o text and simmarize it in & shorl paragraph. The
teacher can thew ask sclctod students to write their summaries o te baand and annlyzs then
tapether i Gluss or the beacher am collest and ks copies af a Few summarics ta work with
i the nest class b clarify what o izood surnimary . The ceher four msks can be deals with in
& slinniler [zshivn, eme per week

It is impuceant e collect the journals with in the fitst fow weeks 1 check thal they ars being
deme carmeatly. After that the eacher acks sudents o being then b every class, ond, sicher
the teachar chiceks 1o see that they have been done ar read them carefully dc‘fcndmg ooy
class dufics. 1 is also imperant for teacher o consider the amount of Gt shudents are
speidiog ea the joumal and to ndviss siedents if they are writing oo moch or b lidle, The
joumal is decigned fo stinulare tought akout the text and eeflection en the rewding process
Hewell and, therefore, shoukd wsd o the rending expesionce, nol become burdsnsome sod
detract from it With practioe . journal writing will beceane vasier and reguires less time.

Dne final point i that e studsnts like to soe e weacher™s comments an the teir jeurnal
ntries, 50 it ls a good idea b do this as much as pessihle. It is also good o wse the joumals
7 the besits fie 3 guick chat with students shout the hoaks fhey are reading.

4, CONCLUSION

Reading i one af the most inporianl skill fior sdents to leans because Lheir sucosss or
failury in schaal o in seciety depend o their ability to rcad. Successtul people engger in
business ar prafessional caupation sperd great deal of fime reding various fyes of reports,
Rince mm{m, is ned an casy skill to mnmer, e tesching o resding must be prosramene
sich @ way in order 1 help the smdents woderstand  the rexding maserial well. By piving
e e reading techniques such as skimming and scanning techniques, the siadents cm
cnszuently reduce fine spent in reading by one holf time. Cie way W wach reading
comprehension is by using Lk jounal thar is designed w: 1) stimulate stodenss’ thinking
absaut he wats, 2) promate reflastion oo the resding process, 3} give stidents practice with &
prractival stmatepy for vocshulary building, and 4) serve 05 2 basis for messomenl ol suderts
reading.
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